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Bristol Baseball Club

Newsletter July 2010

Lots to catch up oné

This week sees us talk about some new recruits, old fields and new fields,
injurie s and some high -spirited matches . Some practical announcements
and invitations as well!

New faces 1 welcome to Luis, Sonny and George

Some 3 weeks ago we had a flurry of emails of some new recruits

interested in playing. Three nationalities i
from South Korea, George Juraj from Slovakia and Luis Balcazar from

Venezue la. All have contributed to the club significantly in the short time

they have been part of it.

Good bye Southmead i hello Patchway!

The call was made some time early last week and it was confirmed that
Southmead is no longer to be used by us. The groundw orks are due to
start any time now. Luckily Patchway (woo -hooh!) are generously
allowing us to play our remaining home games there!

Last Saturday saw us borrowing a flat bed van (many thanks to Dan and

Shepps!) and move all our belongings from Southmead to Patchway. 4
heavy weight fences, 5 light -weight fences + associated blocks, 7 back -
stop fence poles and a cabinet full of bases, pegs, balls, etc etc and

importantly, a post  -hole digger (scissor shovel). This came in handy on
marking out the field and dig ging in some of our posts. All this of course

in preparation of our first home game at Patchway Sports Centre against
the Oxford Kings!  This Sunday 11 ™ of July 2 games:

12.00 & 14.30 Bristol Badgers against the Oxford Kings

The Oxford Kings are at the top of the league at the moment but in the
past we have beaten them before. Two weeks ago we lost two good
games against them with a few injuries and some people missing. Our



first game at Patchway seems as a good a day a sanyt o turn our losses
around T more certainly with a full squad

When arriving at the field i there is plenty parking space and we are at
the bottom of the field past the hedges.

Leaving Southmead

Last Saturday we left Southmead Community Sports. This was an ticipated
because of the imminent ground -works about to start there.

Many thanks to Alberto, Duncan, Alex, Scott Kuczai, Scott Silbereis,
Remmert, George and Geoff who were all there to help move. Many
hands make light work and as a team sport it is nice t o see this happen!

Many thanks to  Northville Scaffolding who kindly lent us the van for the
Saturday! Thanks Da n & Shepps , you rock!

It was a shame no -one at Southmead was able to locate our outfield
fence or explain why the lock of our metal cabinet had been drilled out.
We foresee that we will not have these problems in Patchway.



All'in all, we loose out by leaving Southmead in leaving behind a fantastic
diamond we b uilt! The upside is that over this autumn and winter we

hope to build an even higher standard diamond in Patchway. If anyone

wants to help with this T please stay in touch with us i we will need help

Our fantastic diamond in Southmead T our field of dr eams!

On the same Saturday of our move the remaining team of Alberto, Scott
Silbereis, George and Remmert stayed behind to dig some holes and
mark out the field.




Meeting with Patchway Sports Centre
Thursday afternoon 24" of June

All of the above was possible because a meeting was held between the

Baseball Club and Patchway Sports Centre. We laid out our vision and our
suggestions for what is possible at the Centre. The PE teacher Sean

Canavan was present and welcomes us as well as the opportunity to
formally link with the school who owns the grounds . He organises softball
matches already for the children at school and feels that our presence

could really contribute.

The sports centre also welcomes us and we are waiting for the offi cial go -
ahead so that we can start planning for our new field.

To give you an idea of our ideas in Patc hway see the following pictures:

One day could see us achieve our long term vision T a permanent field with
outfield fence!  This will have to be built in ph ases. Kind thanksto Jessica
Mockford  for helping out with the designs!

A A view from the mound



Over the next month or two more news will follow. It is clear a lot of work

is ahead of us. In Southmead we did a great job and we did it well. Now,
we have an opportunity before us to improve. Our vision is to over the
nextyears grow toa solid club with a youth section. This will see us grow
home talent and create a centre of excellence in Bristol for Baseball. High

standard facilities are an important part of this.

Our Southmead field  super imposed on the proposed site at Patchway

Committee meeting Tuesday 26 ™ of June at the Shakey

The board met up and discussed a variety of issues at length. In this busy
year we meet every month. Duncan took notes and is to be commended

for organising all our comments, say -s00s anmMo&Gsayin comprehens

blackonwhite cal | ed ¢ .nWerhadtbeess &nd nachos.

We chos e to meet at the Shakespeare - awondrous pubin T otterdown

(whichmay be acrossfrommyhouse) . The O0Shakey6é deserves 1
however; ités a world of its own and many tr
beats flicking throughthe Y ellow pages or spending hours fighting G oogle.

It also has an open mic, poker nig ht and art exhibitions and this quite

hilarious website:  http://www.theshakey.co.uk/



http://www.theshakey.co.uk/

Invitations, announcements and a quiz answer

First of all, after a dip in membership we are now clearly on the up again.
We are seeing more people show up and this is great. Now that our home
situation is sorted, hopefully more of you will be coming out.

In any case, we d like to invite all members to show up for training as

often as they can. This year the Bristol Bats have not been able to form

as there were not enough members. This can change and anyone who

cares to stand up to organise our 2 "d team should know they can expect

our full support. | would say there is still time for a friend ly match against
another team this year. This would be perfect preparation for decent
organisation next year! Anyone interested, please contact Dan, Rem or

Alberto at a training session.

Will Lintern T Former GB catcher and now BSuk coach visit

Provisionally booked for a visit on the 29™ of this month is Will Lintern, a
GB player and very qualified coach.

Will is a great coach and would like to come down and do some training

sessions with us from time to time. This is very generous i heis based in
Birmingham. Should the 29 ™ be impossible i he would like to try in the
month of August. | recommend that people attend his sessions T Willis a

very experienced baseball player with very good coaching skills.

He is also a trainer of coaches and offers to do a level 1 coaching course
in Bristol. This will be a two -day course in autumn some time. You ¢ an
register your interest already by email: contact us@bristolbaseball.co.uk

The course will be open to everyone be d elivered at low cost (subsidised
by the club and BSuk). More news to follow.

Durwood Merrill

Jack Lockhart guessed the name of the mystery umpire on the photo with
Ron! See last newsletter - Jack is the only one T well done!

T-shirts and hats

It will not  have escaped the attention of most that we have some new
shirts and hats. The shirts feel / look great and are 100% cotton with a

sturdy screen print of Al bertobdbs Badgers

buying a T -shirt and/or hat, please contact
contact_us@bristolbaseball.co.uk
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The shirts cost £15  each and the hats cost the same . Buy the 2 together
we can do that for £25. We are making a small profit on these as a club,
which will go towards a pitching machine.

Just another team photo - note cool Geoff in the corner!

Baseball i i t 6s a family thing



